
 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE RULE GOVERNING 
PREPOSITIONS ENDING IN A VOWEL BEFORE A 

WORD BEGINNING WITH A VOWEL 
 
The object of this document is to isolate the rules governing the influence that a preposition 
ending in a vowel, such as alla, is subjected to, when it is followed by a word beginning 
with a vowel. 
 
In the case of a0lla\ there is no linguistic rule that demands that its form be shortened to a0ll ) 
when the following word begins with a vowel. If there was susch a rule, then there are 53 
examples where this is not the case in both Greek texts. 
 
SIGLA: 
Field 1 gives the biblical reference 
Field 2 gives the Majority Greek Text 
Field 3 gives the vowel of the word following the preposition a0lla\  
Field 4 indicates whether the following vowel is accompanied by a rough ( 9) or a smooth ( 0) 
pointing 
 
There are 53 cases where the MT and NA preferred the longer form of alla when the 
following word begins with a vowel. In another study of the shorter form of alla, the MT 
and NA preferred the shorter form on 215 occasions. In the same study it was found that the 
MT preferred the shorter form on 80 occasions, while the same 80 were given the longer form 
in the NA text. 
FIELDS 
1 2 3 4  
1CO 06:06 alla [a0delfoj] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 06:08 alla [u9meij] u9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 06:11 alla [a0pelousasqe] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 06:112 alla [h9giasqhte] h9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 06:113 alla [e0dikaiwqhte] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 14:33 alla [ei0rhnhj] ei0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 15:39 alla [a1llh] a1 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1PT 01:23 alla [a0fqartou] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1TM 01:13 alla [h0lehqhn] h0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 01:09 alla [au0toi] au0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here  
2CO 02:05 alla [a0po] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 02:13 alla [a0potacamenoj] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 04:02 alla [a0peipameqa] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 04:05 alla [ )Ihsoun]  )I SMOOTH NA switched to Xriston 
2CO 05:12 alla [a0formhn] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 07:11 alla [a0pologian] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 07:112 alla [a0ganakthsin] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 07:113 alla [e0pipoqhsin] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 07:114 alla [e0kdikhsin] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 10:12 alla [au0toi] au0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2CO 12:14 alla [u9mwn] u9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
2JN 01:05 alla [h4n] h4 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
2JN 01:12 alla [e0lpizw] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
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2PT 02:05 alla [o1gdoon] o1 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 09:06 alla [a0nasthqi] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 10:20 alla [a0nastaj] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 15:20 alla [e0pisteilai] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 16:37 alla [e0lqontej] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 26:16 alla [a0nasthqi] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 26:25 alla [a0lhqeiaj] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
GAL 01:17 alla [a0phlqon] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
GAL 04:02 alla [u9po] u9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
GAL 04:17 alla [e0kkleisai] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JAS 01:26 alla [a0patwn] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JN 06:39 alla [a0nasthsw] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JN 10:01 alla [a0nabainw] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JN 11:15 alla [a1gwmen] a1 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JN 11:51 alla [a0rxiereuj] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JN 11:54 alla [a0ph=lqen] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
JUD 01:06 alla [a0polipontaj] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
LK 05:14 alla [a0pelqwn] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
LK 05:32 alla [a(martwlouj] a( ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
LK 05:38 alla [oi]non] oi] SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MK 02:17 alla [a9martwlouj] a9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 08:04 alla [u3page] u3 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 09:13 alla [a9martwlouj] a9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 09:18 alla [e0lqwn] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 16:12 alla [a0po] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 17:12 alla [e0poihsan] e0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 18:30 alla [a0pelqwn] a0 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
PHI 02:27 alla [o( Qeoj] o( ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
REV 02:04 alla [e1xw] e1 SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ROM 07:13 alla [h9] h9 ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
 
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN LXX, NA, AND MT 
There is only one case in MT where a0ll 0 is used before a3 as in a3tina  (Phil 3:7), but NA reads 
a0lla\0 a3tina, except that a0lla\ is in square brackets.  
There is only one case in LXX where a0ll 0 is used before a3 as in a3pasan  (Sir 24:34).  
___________________________________________________________________ 
There are 78 cases where the NA does not follow the rule that the MT follows, whereby when 
a0lla\ is followed by a word beginning with a vowel it is shortened to a0ll 0. SEE MY OTHER 
FILE, “GREEK ALL’_ALLA IN MT+NA” WHERE I FOUND 80 CASES. 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
1CO 01:17 all’ [eu0aggeli/zesqai] alla dialect alla 
1CO 03:06 all’ [o9 qeoj] alla dialect alla 
1CO 06:11 all’ [e0dikaiwqhte] alla dialect alla 
1CO 07:04 all’ [h9] alla dialect alla 
1CO 07:04 all’ [o9] alla dialect alla 
1CO 07:07 all’ [e3kastoj] alla dialect alla 
1CO 07:10 all’ [o9 kurioj] alla dialect alla 
1CO 09:27 all’ [u9pwpiazw] alla dialect alla 
1CO 12:24 all’ [o9 qeoj] alla dialect alla 
1CO 14:191 all’ [e0n] alla dialect alla 
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1CO 14:343 all’ [u9potassesqai] alla dialect alla 
1CO 15:10 all’ [h9] alla dialect alla 
1CO 15:35 all’ [e0rei] alla dialect alla 
1CO 15:40 all’ [e9tera] alla dialect alla 
1JN 03:182 all’ [e0n] alla dialect alla 
1PT 02:251 all’ [e0pestra/fhte] alla dialect alla 
1PT 05:021 all’ [e9kousiwj] alla dialect alla 
1TH 02:071 all’ [e0genhqhmen] alla dialect alla 
1TH 05:09 all’ [ei0j] alla dialect alla 
1TM 03:032 all’ [e0pieikh=] alla dialect alla 
1TM 05:23 all’ [oi1nw] alla dialect alla 
2CO 03:141 all’ [e0pwrwqh] alla dialect alla 
2CO 07:124 all’ [ei3neken] alla [e3neken] dialect alla 
2CO 08:05 all’ [e9autouj] alla dialect alla 
2CO 10:182 all’ [o4n] alla dialect alla 
2CO 12:143 all’ [oi9] alla dialect alla 
2CO 12:16 all’ [u9parxwn] alla dialect alla 
2CO 13:08 all’ [u9per] alla dialect alla 
2TH 02:12 all’ [eu0dokhsantej] alla dialect alla 
2TM 02:09 all’ [o9] alla dialect alla 
2TM 02:24 all’ [h1pion] alla dialect alla 
ACT 07:391 all’ [a0pwsanto] alla dialect alla 
ACT 18:21 all’ [a0petacato] alla dialect alla 
EPH 04:29 all’ [ei1] alla dialect alla 
EPH 05:24 all’ [w(sper] alla [w(j] dialect alla 
EPH 05:29 all’ [e0ktrefei] alla dialect alla 
EPH 06:04 all’ [e0ktrefete] alla dialect alla 
GAL 04:07 all’ [u9ioj] alla dialect alla 
GAL 04:143 all’ [w(j] alla dialect alla 
JAS 03:15 all’ [e0pigeioj] alla dialect alla 
JN 04:23 all’ [e0rxetai] alla dialect alla 
JN 05:42 all’ [e1gnwka] alla dialect alla 
JN 07:491 all’ [o9] alla dialect alla 
JN 08:553 all’ [oi]da] alla dialect alla 
JN 10:261 all’ [u9meij] alla dialect alla 
JN 12:44 all’ [ei0j] alla dialect alla 
JN 21:08 all’ [w(j] alla dialect alla 
JUD 01:09 all’ [ei]pen] alla dialect alla 
LK 05:31 all’ [oi9] alla dialect alla 
LK 06:27 all’ [u9min] alla dialect alla 
LK 07:07 all’ [ei0pe] alla dialect alla 
LK 11:421 all’ [ou0ai] alla dialect alla 
LK 24:06 all’ [h0gerqh] alla dialect alla 
MK 01:44 all’ [u3page] alla dialect alla 
MK 03:29 all’ [e1noxoj] alla dialect alla 
MK 06:09 all’ [u9podedemenouj] alla dialect alla 
MK 11:321 all’ [ei1pwmen] alla dialect alla 
MK 13:24 all’ [e0n] alla dialect alla 
MK 16:07 all’ [u9pa/gete] alla dialect alla 
MT 18:22 all’ [e3wj] alla dialect alla 
PHI 02:07 all’ [e9auto\n] alla dialect alla 
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PHI 02:17 all’ [ei0] alla dialect alla 
PHI 04:17 all’ [e0pizhtw] alla dialect alla 
REV 02:201 all’ [e1xw] alla  dialect alla 
REV 03:042 all’ [o0li/ga] alla [e1xeij] dialect alla 
REV 17:12 all’ [e0cousian] alla dialect alla 
ROM 05:14 all’ [e0basi/leusen] alla dialect alla 
ROM 06:14 all’ [u9po] alla dialect alla 
ROM 06:15 all’ [u9po] alla dialect alla 
ROM 07:17 all’ [h9] alla dialect alla 
ROM 07:17 all’ [h9] alla dialect alla 
ROM 07:19 all’ [o4] alla dialect alla 
ROM 08:09 all’ [e0n] alla dialect alla 
ROM 08:15 all’ [e0belete] alla dialect alla 
ROM 08:263 all’ [au0to] alla dialect alla 
ROM 08:32 all’ [u9per] alla dialect alla 
ROM 11:18 all’ [h9] alla dialect alla 
ROM 13:14 all’ [e0ndusasqe] alla dialect alla 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
CASES WHERE NA HAS ADDED alla WHICH IS FOLLOWED BY A WORD BEGINNING 
WITH A VOWEL. I SUSPECT THAT THIS WAS ITS NORMAL RULE, AND NOT THE MT 
RULE.  
MK 02:22 alla [oi]non] alla IS NOT IN MT  
EPH 02:19 alla [e0ste] alla IS NOT IN MT  
____________________________________________________________________ 
I FOUND THE FOLLOWING IN MY ‘SPELLINGS’ LIST 
 MT NA 
MK 07:04 apo [a0goraj] ek dialect apo 
1TH 02:06 apo [a1llwn] ap’ dialect apo 
MK 15:38 apo [a1nwqen] ap’ dialect apo 
 
MT 27:51 apo [a1nwqen] CHECK NA WHICH HAS a0p 0 a1nwqen. According to RP this is 
not an exception. 
 
BUT WHEN I USED ACCORDANCE I FOUND THAT THE MT AGREES WITH NA IN 
VIOLATING THE PHONETIC RULE THAT apo should not be a0po\ but a0p 0 WHEN IT 
PRECEDES A WORD BEGINNING WITH A VOWEL. TOTAL 18 CASES. 
Consquently, the following 18 cases are ‘errors’ in the MT, so that RP (or von Soden) has not 
paid proper attention to this spelling convention. I can use Swanson’s volumes to check 14 of 
the 18 cases. 
 
MT 27:09 apo [ui9wn] ui9  ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 02:01 apo [a0natolwn] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 07:16 apo [a0kanqwn] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 08:11 apo [a0natolwn] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MT 24:27 apo [a0natolwn] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MK 07:04 apo [a0goraj] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
MK 15:38 apo [a1nwqen] a1  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
LK 08:43 apo [e0twn] e0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
LK 13:29 apo [a0natolwn] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
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LK 16:18 apo [a0ndroj] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
LK 19:42 apo [o0fqalmwn] o0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
ACT 01:12 apo [o1rouj] o1  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
1CO 07:10 apo [a0ndraj] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
GAL 04:24 apo [o1rouj] o1  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
2TM 02:19 apo [a0dikiaj] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
REV 07:02 apo [a0natolhj] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
REV 16:12 apo [a0natolhj] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
REV 21:13 apo [a0natolwn] a0  SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here 
TOTAL 18 It would appear that the word a0natolwn/ a0natolhj is prone to attract a0po\ before 
it, 7 out of 18. 
 
SIGNIFICANT COINCIDENCE 
The table above shows 18 cases where both NA and MT agree not to follow the normal rule. 
That is one coincidence. The second was that for 125 cases both NA and MT follow the 
normal rule. How could these coincidences come about? 
____________________________________________________________________ 
ROM 08:20 e0f 0 [e9lpi/di] e0p 0 [e9lpi/di] IN NA 
ACT 07:33 ef [w3|] OMITTED IN NA 
ACT 24:21 ef [u9mwn] OMITTED IN NA 
2CO 10:07 ef [e9autou] OMITTED IN NA 
 
REV 19:14 ef [i3ppoij] OMITTED IN MT 
ACT 13:40 ef [u9maj] OMITTED IN MT 
____________________________________________________________________ 
THERE ARE 63 CASES OF hlqon IN MT, BUT ONLY THREE ARE CHANGED BY NA INTO 

hlqan 
ACT 12:10 hlqon hlqan  dialect on-an 
JN 04:271 hlqon hlqan dialect on-an 
LK 02:161 hlqon hlqan dialect on-an 
 
JN 01:39 hlqon  hlqan  BUT RP DOES NOT REGISTER THIS CASE 
ACT 28:15 echlqon hlqan NOTE THAT WHEN THE EGYPTIAN EDITOR 

SUPPLIES HIS OWN TEXT, HE USES hlqan. 
LK 23.33 aphlqon hlqon NOTE NA IS Attic. 
 
MK 05:14 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
MK 09:33 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
JN 01:39 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
JN 04:27 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
ACT 12:10 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
ACT 15:30 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
ACT 21:08 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
ACT 28:23 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
ACT 0 hlqon OMITTED IN NA 
____________________________________________________________________ 
REV 10:09 aphlqon aphlqa dialect on-an 
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MT 22:22 aphlqon aphlqan dialect on-an1 
REV 21:01 aphlqon aphlqan dialect on-an 
REV 21:042 aphlqon aphlqan dialect on-an 
 
aphlqon OCCURRED 17 TIMES IN BOTH NA AND MT. ONLY IN THE ABOVE CASES IS 
THERE A DIFFERENT SPELLING IN NA. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
LK 08:482 qu/gater quga/thr -ter- -thr- 
JN 12:15 qugater qugathr -ter- -thr- 
MK 05:34 qugater qugathr -ter- -thr- 
There is no difference between the NA and the MT over this Vocative case. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
The following examples were included in the main analysis. 
Instances where the MT is written as one word. 
MT inati = ina ti NA/ 5x/ Mt 9:4; Lk 13:7; Acts 4:25; 7:26; 1 Cor 10:29. 
MT kagw = kai egw NA/ 3x/ Lk 16:9; Acts 10:26; 26:29  
MT kakeinoj = kai ekeinoj NA/ 1x/ Jn 19:35 
MT kakeiqen = kai ekeiqen NA/ 1x/ Mk 10:01 
MT megalauxei = megala auxei NA/ 1x/ Jas 3:5 
____________________________________________________________________ 
The following examples were included in the main analysis. 
Instances where the MT is written as two words. 
MT kai ekeinoi = kakeinoi NA/ 1x/ Rom 11:23 
MT kai ekeiqen = kakeiqen NA/ 1x/ Mk 9:30 
MT kai ekei = kakei NA/ 2x/ Mt 5:23; 28:10 
MT kai eme = kame NA/ 1x/ Jn 16:32 
MT kai emoi = kamoi NA/ 2x/ Jn 17:6; Acts 10:28  
MT kai ean = kan NA/ 1x/ 1 Cor 13:3  
MT kai egw = kagw NA/ 13x/ 1 Cor 2:3; 3:1; 16:10; 2 Cor 2:10; Jn 6:44, 54; 14:16, 20, 21; 17:11, 

22; Mt 18:33; Lk 19:23 
____________________________________________________________________ 
The following examples of crasis were not included in the main analysis, because there was 
no way of knowing in a continuous text if there was a space between the words. 
MT mhti = mh ti NA/ 4x/ 1 Cor 7:5; 2 Cor 1:17; 12:18; 13:5 
MT eige = ei ge NA/ 5x/ 2 Cor 5:3; Col 1:23; Eph 3:2; 4:21; Gal 3:4 
MT mhpwj = mh pwj NA/ 9x/ 1 Cor 8:9; 9:27; 1 Thess 3:5; 2 Cor 9:4; 11:3; 12:20 (2x) Gal 2:2; 

4:11 
MT mhge = mh ge NA/ 5x/ Mt 6:1; 9:17; Lk 5:36; 10:6; 14:32 
MT ara ge =  arage NA/ 1x/ Acts 17:27 
MT katamonaj = kata monaj NA/ Lk 9:18 
MT Maran aqa = Marana qa NA/ 1x/ 1 Cor 16:22 
____________________________________________________________________ 
The inclusion of some cases of crasis and not others was determined by the propect that they 
could throw light on the style of the Egyptian editor. In fact, nothing was gained by the 
inclusion of any of the examples of crasis. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                             
1 The word a0ph=lqon is common to MT and NA in 17 places. A further four cases of 

a0ph=lqon occur in MT, which the Egyptian editor altered to a0ph=lqan. This is a case of 

inconsistent replacement of the original (MT) text. 
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Sven-Tage Teodorsson, The Phonology of Ptolemaic Koine (Studia Graeca et Lastina 
Gothoburgensia XXXVI; Sweden: Acta Univeritatis Gothoburgensis, 1977). UL = 519.01.c.13. 
 
Sven-Tage Teodorsson, The Phonology of Attic in the Hellenistic Period (Studia Graeca et Lastina 
Gothoburgensia XL; Sweden: Acta Univeritatis Gothoburgensis, 1978). UL = 519.01.c.32. 
This book covers the literature in Egypt from 200 BC to the birth of Jesus. 
p. 112 n. 213] “For a modern example of export of two competing phonological variants 
through emigration . . . that was going on in British English during the 17th and 18th 
centuries” see E. H. Sturtevant, An Introduction to Linguistic Science (New Haven, 1947), pp. 
78-79. 
 
STUDY OF alla + e0— (soft breathing) 
 
GREEK FORMS MAJORITY TEXT NESTLE-ALAND SEPTUAGINT 
a0lla\ plus e0— 9 35 25 
a0ll 0 plus e0— 89 66 50 
 
The nine occurrences of a0lla\ plus e0— are exceptions to the normal spelling convention of 
Byzantine Koine Greek. These should be a0ll 0 plus e0—, following the 89 occurrences of the 
same in the rest of the NT. The Greek text of Wilbur Pickering has reduced these nine 
occurrences to four (Mt 9:18; Acts 16:37; Gal 4:17 and Rev 2:4). Since the Majority Text of 
Robinson & Pierpont was abstracted from the three apparatuses of von Soden’s work, it may 
not represent the Majority text when eventually this text is culled from all the extant 
manuscripts representing that text-type. It may be that once the Majority Text is released 
from dependence on von Soden’s collation, and founded directly on Byzantine Koine texts 
that these aberrant nine occurrences may be eliminated. 
 
STUDY OF alla + e9— (rough breathing) 
 
GREEK FORMS MAJORITY TEXT NESTLE-ALAND SEPTUAGINT 
a0lla\ plus e9— NONE 6 1 
a0ll 0 plus e9— 8 5 2 
 
 
STUDY OF alla + o9— (rough breathing) 
 
GREEK FORMS MAJORITY TEXT NESTLE-ALAND SEPTUAGINT 
a0lla\ plus o9— 1 10 11 
a0ll 0 plus o9— 45 38 8 
The single case of MT a0lla\ o9 at Phil 2:27 is written as a0ll 0 o9 in Pickering’s Greek text. 
Significantly, LXX and NA are closer in that there is no fixed rule about the contraction of 
alla before vowels 
 
THE END 


