AN ANALYSIS OF THE RULE GOVERNING
PREPOSITIONS ENDING IN A VOWEL BEFORE A
WORD BEGINNING WITH A VOWEL

The object of this document is to isolate the rules governing the influence that a preposition
ending in a vowel, such as aAAq, is subjected to, when it is followed by a word beginning
with a vowel.

In the case of aAAa there is no linguistic rule that demands that its form be shortened to aAX
when the following word begins with a vowel. If there was susch a rule, then there are 53
examples where this is not the case in both Greek texts.

SIGLA:

Field 1 gives the biblical reference

Field 2 gives the Majority Greek Text

Field 3 gives the vowel of the word following the preposition aAAa

Field 4 indicates whether the following vowel is accompaniéed by a rough (') or a smooth (')
pointing

There are 53 cases where the MT and NA preferred the longer form of aAAa when the
following word begins with a vowel. In another study of the shorter form of aAAa, the MT
and NA preferred the shorter form on 215 occasions. In the same study it was found that the
MT preferred the shorter form on 80 occasions, while the same 80 were given the longer form
in the NA text.

FIELDS

1 2 3 4

1CO06:06 oMo [adehdos] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
1CO06:08  ol\a [Upels] U ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here
1CO06:11 oMo [amredovcoche] o SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
1CO 06:112 oMo [nyraodnTe] n ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here
1CO 06:113  oMer [eSikancobnTe] g SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
1CO 14:33 <M\« [elpnvns] €l SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
1CO 15:394 oMo [aAAn] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
1PT 01:23 oMo [adpBapTou] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
1TM 01:13 oMo [RAenfny] n SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO01:09  oAhe [oiToN] au SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO02:05  oAha [aTo] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO02:13  oAha [amoTafapevos] o SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO 04:02  oAho [ameimopeda] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO04:05  oAha [ Inoowv] | SMOOTH NA switched to XpioTov
2CO05:12  oAha [adopunv] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO07:11  oAha [amoloytav] a SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO07:112  oAha [ayovokTnov] o SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO07:113  oAha [emimobnov] € SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO07:11*  oAho [ekSiknoiv] € SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO10:12 oMo [auTol] au SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
2CO12:14  oAho [Upwv] U ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here
2JN 01:05 oMo [1v] n ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here
2JN 01:12 oMo [EATICw] € SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here



2PT 02:05
ACT 09:06
ACT 10:20
ACT 15:20
ACT 16:37
ACT 26:16
ACT 26:25
GAL 01:17
GAL 04:02
GAL 04:17
JAS 01:26
JN 06:39
JN 10:01
N 11:15
N 11:51
N 11:54
JUD 01:06
LK 05:14
LK 05:32
LK 05:38
MK 02:17
MT 08:04
MT 09:13
MT 09:18
MT 16:12
MT 17:12
MT 18:30
PHI 02:27
REV 02:04
ROM 07:13
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aAAa [uTro]
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oMo [amoAtTovTas]
oMo [ameABeov]
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oMo [apopTwAous]
oMo [otvov]

oMo [apopTwAous]
oMo [UTorye]
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oMo [apopTwAous]
oMo [eABcov]
aAa [aTo]

aAa [eToinoav]
oMo [ameABeov]
oMo [0 Ocos]
oMo [Exw]
oo [0]
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SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here
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SMOOTH Both MT and NA<agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH BothMT and NA agree here
ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here

SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
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ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here

SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOQOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here

SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN LXX, NA, AND MT

There is only one case in MT where aAX is used before a as in aTiva (Phil 3:7), but NA reads

aMa aTiva, éxcept that cAAa is in square brackets.
There is only one case in LXX where oA\’ is used before a as in amoocav (Sir 24:34).

There are 78 cases where the NA does not follow the rule that the MT follows, whereby when
aA\a is followed by .a word beginning with a vowel it is shortened to aAXN. SEE MY OTHER

FILE, “"GREEK ALL’_ALLA IN MT+NA” WHERE I FOUND 80 CASES.
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1CO 14:343  oAN’ [UmoTocceofa]  aAAa dialect alla
1CO15:10  oAN’ [n] oMa dialect alla
1CO15:35  oAN’ [epet] oMa dialect alla
1CO15:40  oAN’ [eTepa] oMa dialect alla
1JN 03:182 oA’ [gv] oMa dialect alla
1PT 02:25"  oAN’ [emecTpodnTe] oMa dialect alla
1PT 05:02! oA\’ [ekouciws] oMa dialect alla
1TH 02:07"  oAN’ [éyevnBnuev] oMa dialect alla
1TH 05:09  oAN’ [eis] oMa dialect alla
1TM 03:032  oAN’ [emieikn] oMa dialect alla
1TM 05:23  aAN’ [owoa] oMa dialect alla
2CO03:14" oA\’ [eTwpwdn] oMa dialect alla
2CO 07:12¢ oA\’ [elvekev] oMo [Evekev] dialect alla
2CO08:05 oAN [saUToug] oMa dialect alla
2CO 10:182 oA\’ [ov] oMa dialect alla
2CO 12:143 oA\’ [ol] oMa dialect alla
2CO12:16 oA\’ [UTapxcv] oA\ dialect alla
2CO13:08 oA\’ [uTep] oA\ dialect alla
2TH 02:12  oAN’ [EUBOKnGO(Vng] oMa dialect alla
2TM 02:09 oA\’ [O] oMa dialect alla
2TM 02:24 oA\’ [Amiov] oMa dialect alla
ACT 07:39"  oAN’ [amwoavTo] oA\ dialect alla
ACT 1821 oA\’ [ameTafaTo] oA\ dialect alla
EPH 04:29 oA\’ [g]] oA\ dialect alla
EPH 05:24 oA\’ [woTep] oMo [es] dialect alla
EPH 0529 oA\’ [z’sKTpscben] oA\ dialect alla
EPH 06:04 oA\’ [ekTpedeTe] oMa dialect alla
GAL 04:07 oA\’ [Ui0s] oA\ dialect alla
GAL 04:143 oA\’ [oBg] oA\ dialect alla
JAS 03:15 aAN’ [emiygios] oMa dialect alla
JN 04:23 oaAN’ [epxeTai] oMa dialect alla
JN 05:42 oA’ [Eyveoka] oMo dialect alla
JN 07:49 oA’ [o] oA dialect alla
JN 08:553 oA’ [018a] oMo dialect alla
JN 10:26! oAN’ [Upels] oA\ dialect alla
JN 12:44 oAN’ [els] oMa dialect alla
JN 21:08 oA’ [eds] oMa dialect alla
JUD 01:09  oAN’ [eimev] oMo dialect alla
LK 05:31 aAX’ [ol] oA\ dialect alla
LK 06:27 oAN’ [Upv] oA\ dialect alla
LK 07:07 aAN’ [elTre] oMa dialect alla
LK 11:421 aAN’ [ova] oMa dialect alla
LK 24:06 oAN’ [fyepbn] oA\ dialect alla
MK 01:44 oA\’ [UTrorye] oA dialect alla
MK 03:29 oA\’ [Evoxos] oMo dialect alla
MK 06:09 aAN’ [UrodeSepevous]  oAAa dialect alla
MK 11:32!  oAN’ [elTmopey] oA\ dialect alla
MK 13:24 aAN’ [ev] oA\ dialect alla
MK 16:07 oA’ [UTrayeTe] oA\ dialect alla
MT 18:22 oA\’ [Ecos] oA dialect alla
PHI02:07 oA\’ [eauTov] oA\ dialect alla



PHI 02:17 aAN’ [el] oMa dialect alla
PHI04:17 oA\’ [eminTw] oA\ dialect alla
REV 02:2201  oAN’ [EXw] oMa dialect alla
REV 03:042  oAN’ [oAiya] oMo [Exels] dialect alla
REV 17:12 oA\’ [eEovciav] oMa dialect alla
ROM 05:14  oAN’ [eBocihevacev] oMa dialect alla
ROM 06:14 oA\’ [UTO] oA\ dialect alla
ROM 06:15  aAN’ [\31To] oA\ dialect alla
ROM 07:17 oA\’ [1] oMa dialect alla
ROM 07:17 oA\’ [1] oA\ dialect alla
ROM 07:19 oA\’ [8] oA dialect alla
ROM 08:09 oA\’ [ev] oMa dialect alla
ROM 08:15 AN’ [eBeAeTe] oMa dialect alla
ROM 08:263 oAN’ [ouTO] oA\ dialect alla
ROM 08:32 oA\’ [uTrep] oA\ dialect alla
ROM 11:18 oA\’ [1] oA\ dialect alla
ROM 13:14 oA\’ [evducocBe] oA\ dialect alla

CASES WHERE NA HAS ADDED oA\o WHICH IS FOLLOWED BY A WORD BEGINNING
WITH A VOWEL. I SUSPECT THAT THIS WAS ITS NORMAL RULE, AND NOT THE MT
RULE.

MK 02:22 aAa [oivov] oMo ISNOT IN MT

EPH 02:19 oM« [eoTe] oMo ISNOT IN MT

I FOUND THE FOLLOWING IN MY ‘SPELLINGS’ LIST

MT NA
MK 07:04 ato [ayopas] €K dialect apo
1TH 02:06  amo [aAAwv] am’ dialect apo
MK 15:38 ato [avebev] o’ dialect apo

MT 27:51 atro [aveabev] CHECK NA WHICH HAS a1 dvwfev. According to RP this is
not an exception.

BUT WHEN 1 USED ACCORDANCE I FOUND THAT THE MT AGREES WITH NA IN
VIOLATING THE PHONETIC RULE THAT oo should not be amo but amw WHEN IT
PRECEDES A WORD BEGINNING WITH A VOWEL. TOTAL 18 CASES.

Consquently, the following 18 cases are ‘errors’ in the MT, so that RP (or von Soden) has not
paid proper attention to this spelling convention. I can use Swanson’s volumes to check 14 of
the 18 cases.

MT 27:09 aTto [ulwv] ul
MT 02:01 amo [avaToAwv]
MT 07:16 ato [akavbeov]
MT 08:11 ato [avaTohwv]
MT 24:27 aTo [avaToAwy]
MK 07:04 aTto [ayopas]
MK 15:38 ato [avewbev]
LK 08:43 aTto [ETwv]

LK 13:29 amo [avaToAwv]

ROUGH Both MT and NA agree here

SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here

Q. ™ Q. Q. Q. Q. Q. Q.



Q.

LK 16:18 ato [avdpos]
LK 19:42 ato [opBoAucv]
ACT01:12 oo [0opous]
1CO07:10 oo [avdpas]
GAL 04:24 oo [0opous]
2TM 02:19  amo [adikias]
REV 07:02  amo [avaToAns]

SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
REV 16:12 ato [avaToAns] SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
REV 21:13 ato [avaTohwv] SMOOTH Both MT and NA agree here
TOTAL 18 It would appear that the word avaTolwv/ avaTolns is prone to attract amo before
it, 7 out of 18.

Q. Q. Q. Q. O Q. Oz O~

SIGNIFICANT COINCIDENCE

The table above shows 18 cases where both NA and MT agree not to follow the normal rule.
That is one coincidence. The second was that for 125 cases both NA and MT follow the
normal rule. How could these coincidences come about?

ROM 08:20  &¢’ [EATi8I] ¢ [EATI&] IN NA
ACT07:33 & [c)] OMITTED IN NA
ACT 2421  &¢ [Upcov] OMITTED IN NA
2C010:07  &d [auTou] OMITTED IN NA
REV 19:14 ¢ [irmois] OMITTED IN MT
ACT 13:40  &¢ [Upas] OMITTED IN MT

THERE ARE 63 CASES OF nAfBov IN MT, BUT ONLY THREE ARE CHANGED BY NA INTO

nABav
ACT 12:10  nABov nABav dialect ov—av
JN 04:271 nAbov nABov dialect ov—av
LK 02:16! nABov nABav dialect ov—av
JN 01:39 nAbov nA6av BUT RP DOES NOT REGISTER THIS CASE
ACT 28:15 eEnABov nA6av NOTE THAT WHEN THE EGYPTIAN EDITOR
SUPPLIES HIS OWN TEXT, HE USES nAfav.
LK 23.33 amnABov nABov NOTE NA IS Attic.
MK 05:14 nAbov OMITTED IN NA
MK 09:33 nABov OMITTED IN NA
JN 01:39 nABov OMITTED IN NA
JN 04:27 nAbov OMITTED IN NA
ACT 12:10 nAbov OMITTED IN NA
ACT 15:30 nAbov OMITTED IN NA
ACT 21:08 nAbov OMITTED IN NA
ACT 28:23 nAbov OMITTED IN NA
ACTO nAbov OMITTED IN NA
REV 10:09  amnABov omnAba dialect ov—av



MT 22:22 oamnABov amnABov dialect ov—o!
REV 21:01 oamnABov amnABov dialect ov—av
REV 21:042  amnABov amnABov dialect ov—av

oamABov OCCURRED 17 TIMES IN BOTH NA AND MT. ONLY IN THE ABOVE CASES IS
THERE A DIFFERENT SPELLING IN NA.

LK 08:482 BuyaTep Buydtnp —Tep— —TNp—
JN 12:15 BuyaTep BuyaTtnp —Tep— —Tnp—
MK 05:34 BuyaTep BuyaTtnp —Tep— —Tnp—

There is no difference between the NA and the MT over this Vocative case.

The following examples were included in the main analysis.
Instances where the MT is written as one word.

MT waTi = wva Tt NA/ 5x/ Mt 9:4; Lk 13:7; Acts 4:25; 7:26; 1 Cor 10:29.
MT kayw = kat eyw NA/ 3x/ Lk 16:9; Acts 10:26; 26:29

MT kokelvos = kol ekelvos NA/ 1x/ Jn 19:35

MT kake1Bev = ko eke1Bev NA/ 1x/ Mk 10:01

MT peyoAauxet = peyoha auxet NA/ 1x/ Jas 3:5

The following examples were included in the main analysis.

Instances where the MT is written as two words.

MT ko eketvol = kaketvol NA/ 1x/ Rom 11:23

MT ko eketfev = kake1bev NA/ 1x/ Mk 9:30

MT kat ekel = kokel NA/ 2x/ Mt 5:23; 28:10

MT kot epe = kaue NA/ 1x/ Jn 16:32

MT kot gpot = kapot NA/ 2x/ Jn 17:6; Acts 10:28

MT kot gav = kov NA/ 1x/ 1 Cor13:3

MT kot eyw = koyw NA/ 13x/ 1 Cor 2:3; 3:1; 16:10; 2/Cor 2:10; Jn 6:44, 54; 14:16, 20, 21; 17:11,
22; Mt 18:33; Lk 19:23

The following examples of crasis were not included in the main analysis, because there was

no way of knowing in a continuous text'if there was a space between the words.

MT unTt = unTt NA/ 4x/ 1 Cor 7:5; 2 Cor 1:17; 12:18; 13:5

MT erye =€t ye NA/ 5x/ 2 Cor 5:3; Col 1:23; Eph 3:2; 4:21; Gal 3:4

MT pnmes = un mws NA/ 9x/ 1 Cor 8:9; 9:27; 1 Thess 3:5; 2 Cor 9:4; 11:3; 12:20 (2x) Gal 2:2;
4:11

MT pnye = un ye NA/ 5x/ Mt 6:1; 9:17; Lk 5:36; 10:6; 14:32

MT apa ye = apoye NA/ 1x/ Acts 17:27

MT kaTapovas = kaTo povas NA/ Lk 9:18

MT Mopov aba = Mapava 8 NA/ 1x/ 1 Cor 16:22

The inclusion of some cases of crasis and not others was determined by the propect that they
could throw light on the style of the Egyptian editor. In fact, nothing was gained by the
inclusion of any of the examples of crasis.

1 The word amfABov is common to MT and NA in 17 places. A further four cases of
amnABov occur in MT, which the Egyptian editor altered to amiA8av. This is a case of

inconsistent replacement of the original (MT) text.



Sven-Tage Teodorsson, The Phonology of Ptolemaic Koine (Studia Graeca et Lastina
Gothoburgensia XXXVI; Sweden: Acta Univeritatis Gothoburgensis, 1977). UL = 519.01.c.13.

Sven-Tage Teodorsson, The Phonology of Attic in the Hellenistic Period (Studia Graeca et Lastina
Gothoburgensia XL; Sweden: Acta Univeritatis Gothoburgensis, 1978). UL = 519.01.¢.32.

This book covers the literature in Egypt from 200 BC to the birth of Jesus.

p- 112 n. 213] “For a modern example of export of two competing phonological variants
through emigration . . . that was going on in British English during the 17th and 18th
centuries” see E. H. Sturtevant, An Introduction to Linguistic Science (New Haven, 1947), pp.

78-79.

STUDY OF oAAa + €— (soft breathing)

GREEK FORMS MAJORITY TEXT NESTLE-ALAND SEPTUAGINT
oA plus gE— 9 35 25
OAN plus £E— 89 66 50

The nine occurrences of aA\a plus ¢ — are exceptions to the normal spelling convention of
Byzantine Koine Greek. These should be aA\” plus ¢ —, following the 89 occurrences of the
same in the rest of the NT. The Greek text of Wilbur Pickering has reduced these nine
occurrences to four (Mt 9:18; Acts 16:37; Gal 4:17 and Rev 2:4). Since the Majority Text of

Robinson & Pierpont was abstracted from the three apparatuses of von Soden’s work, it may

not represent the Majority text when eventually this text is culled from all the extant

manuscripts representing that text-type. It may be that once the Majority Text is released

from dependence on von Soden’s collation, and founded directly on Byzantine Koine texts

that these aberrant nine occurrences may be eliminated.

STUDY OF oA + €— (rough breathing)

GREEK FORMS MAJORITY TEXT NESTLE-ALAND SEPTUAGINT
aMha plus e— NONE 6 1

oA\ plus e— 8 5 2
STUDY OF oMo + 60— (rough breathing)

GREEK FORMS MAJORITY TEXT NESTLE-ALAND SEPTUAGINT
aAha plus 0o— 1 10 11

oA\ plus o— 45 38 8

The single case of MT aAAa o at Phil 2:27 is written as aAN 0 in Pickering’s Greek text.
Significantly, LXX and NA are closer in that there is no fixed rule about the contraction of

oAAa before vowels

THE END




